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 Driver who crashed 
with family 
goes to prison 

 ALBUQUERQUE — 
  Gregory Secatero, 33, an 
enrolled member of the Na-
vajo Nation who resides in 
Albuquerque, was sentenced 
Tuesday in federal court to 
41 months in prison followed 
by three years of supervised 
release for his conviction on 
federal assault charges in 
connection with a drunken 
driving crash with victims 
in which he was the driver, 
according to a news release 
issued by the U.S. Attorney, 
District of New Mexico.

Court documents indicate 
Secatero was under the 
in  uence of alcohol when he 
got involved in a car crash 
Jan. 17, 2015, that seriously 
injured two of his passengers 
— a woman and a child.

“Both victims were eject-
ed from the vehicle; the wom-
an suffered a punctured left 
lung and seven left rib frac-
tures and the child suffered 
a small subdural hematoma 
and left femur spiral frac-
ture,” according to the news 
release. “Two other children 
who were in the vehicle were 
not seriously injured. Secate-
ro was intoxicated at the time 
of the crash.”

— Vida Volkert, staff writer 

 Recycling Jamboree  
is Saturday

 GALLUP —   In celebra-
tion of America Recycles 
Day, the Gallup Community 
Services Center will host an 
Arts & Crafts Fair and Recy-
cling Jamboree from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 5.

This family-friendly event 
will have a children’s activity 
area, door pri es, a raf  e, a 
silent auction and conces-
sions throughout the day. At 
noon, special guest Randy 
Markham, steel drummer, 
will entertain in the hall. 
Miss Latina contestant 
Mercedes Mejia will talk at 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m. about her 
award winning dress made 
out of recycled newspaper.

The fair and jamboree are 
a collaborative effort between 
the McKinley Citizens’ 
Recycling Council and the 
Northwest New Mexico Re-
gional Solid Waste Authority.
Information: Gerald, 505-
722-5142; Betsy, 505-721-

9879; or Shafiq, 505-227-7424.

— Kyle Chancellor, staff writer  

    Nov. 3
GALLUP — These are 

the police activity reports 
released Wednesday by the 
Gallup Police Department 
for reports turned in be-
tween 4 a.m. Nov. 2 and 4 
a.m. Nov. 3. The McKinley 
County Sheriff’s f  ce re-
ported no arrests.

Gallup Police 
Department

 Amber Begay, 26, of 
Gallup, was charged with 
abandonment or abuse of 
a child (no injury). Her 
7-year-old daughter report-
ed that her mother had left 
her in charge of the four 
other children at a Gallup 
motel. Police later found 
Begay at Na’nizhoozhi 
Center Inc. Detox.

 Julian Watchman, 
32, of Fort De  ance, was 
charged with aggravated 
battery. He allegedly hit 
another man in the head 
and upper back with a 
crowbar. He told police 
he saw the man  ghting a 
woman and stepped in to 
stop the  ght. 

 Law 
enforcement 

report 

By Kyle Chancellor
Staff writer
city@gallupindependent.com
Twitter: @KylechanCity 

 GALLUP —   The Health 
Securities for New Mexi-
cans Campaign made a stop 
in Gallup to raise awareness 
about the creation of a coopera-
tive-style state health care plan 
that would include most New 
Mexicans.

Mary Feldblum, executive 
director of the Health Securities 
for New Mexicans Campaign, 
held meetings across Gallup 
Wednesday to raise awareness 
of the New Mexico Health 
Security Act.

Through State Innovation 
Waivers, the federal Affordable 
Care Act allows for states to 
develop alternative health cov-
erage systems to the exchange 
that is in place. The proposed 
health care system would not 
have to rely on the complex 
private insurance system. States 
that use the waiver would 
also be eligible for federal tax 
credits, subsidies and Medicaid 
Expansion funds.

The New Mexico Health 
Security Act proposes that New 
Mexico set up its own health 
insurance that will cover most 
residents. Those excluded in 
the coverage would be federal 
retirees and employees, active 
duty and retired military and 
TRICARE recipients, all of 
which would continue their 

federal plans. The tribes in the 
state would also opt in or out 
of the plan on their own as 
sovereign nations. The creation 
of this plan would shift private 
health insurance companies 
from a primary to a supple-
mental role in the health care 
system.

Feldblum said that she has 
been working on the act since 
the 1990s and two separate 
studies done show that self-in-
suring all of or most of the state 
is the least expensive, provides 
coverage for everyone and con-
trols health spending. If enact-
ed, the pool of payees/insured 
individuals would be around 
1.8 million New Mexicans.

New Mexicans 
could save $4.6 B

One of the two studies, 
completed in 1994 by the 
Lewin Group, estimated that 
New Mexicans could save $4.6 
billion by 2004 if they had all 
been enrolled under one plan 
by 1997. The other study, con-
ducted by Mathematica Policy 
Research, Inc., concluded in 
2007 that the Health Security 
Act was the only proposal that 
would signi  cantly reduce 
health care costs, even in its 
 rst year of operation.

Feldblum explained that 
the plan offered by the New 
Mexico Health Security Act 

would have to be as compre-
hensive as what is currently 
offered state employees. The 
plan also allows users to 
choose their provider, even 
out of state.

The plan would be funded 
by both public and private 
dollars which will be pooled 
into one fund. This includes 
federal and state monies spent 
on health care including federal 
Affordable Care Act subsidies, 
plus individual premiums and 
employee contributions, which 
would be both capped.

The plan would take two to 
three years to enact. The  rst 
year would be the “year of 
 nancing,” as Feldbum calls it, 

when the Legislative Finance 
Committee along with public 
input would determine the cost 
of the plan, individual premi-
ums, employer contributions 
and workers’ compensation 
and automobile insurance 
premium reductions. The latter 
would be reduced because 
injuries normally covered by 
those insurances would be 
covered by the Health Security 
Act.

The end of the  rst year, the 
act would seek legislative and 
gubernatorial approval of the  -
nancial report. In the third year, 
the plan would be developed 
and application for the Waiver 
for State Innovation would be 
 led so the plan can begin.
Online: nmhealthsecurity.org. 

 Cayla Nimmo/Independent 

 Martin Link, left, listens to Mary Feldblum explain the Health Security of New Mexico plan at a public meeting at Silver 
Stallion Bread and Coffee in Gallup Wednesday, 

 NM Health Security Campaign 
brings insurance message to Gallup 


